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  Hahner’s Happenings

February 20, 2012
Amazing Science & Engineering Fair:   A HUGE thank you to all students and families who participated in the A.B Combs Science and Engineering Fair! We had almost 500 projects submitted! Our class was very proud of our project entitled: Growing Without Gravity.  In science we had been studying objects in the sky. During the third quarter we are learning about plant growth and development. The students found a way to combine their love of astronomy and botany! We participated in a virtual science experiment using NC State’s Agronauts (Agriculture and Astronaut!). Students compared the growth of radish and alfalfa seeds on Earth (in Colorado) and on the International Space Station. Check out the site here: http://www.ncsu.edu/project/agronauts/  We learned how and why plants really do grow differently in space! 

Math Vocabulary: There have been a lot of questions about the new Math Vocabulary homework. Our goal is for the students to learn to use and apply important math vocabulary. When students don’t understand the vocabulary, they are unable to be successful in math. Math vocabulary (as in all subjects) is ALL around us! Students are expected to explain their thinking and to show their work using appropriate math vocabulary throughout math workshop, homework, etc. 

Your child should be able to explain what the word means and to find everyday examples. Then they practice one problem using this vocabulary word.  New math vocabulary will go home on Wednesday the 22nd this week and will be due on Friday, March 2nd. The students should be turning in their math words, examples and their work from the example problems they solved. They bring home the words and lined paper on the first day of the school work (Monday or whenever we return from a day off!) The children did an excellent job on our first quiz! They had to match the math vocabulary word to the appropriate definition and then practice 5 problems using these words.  Thank you for helping your child to be a MATH MASTER!
What We’re Up to:
Math: We took a short break from multiplication to review time and to learn about elapsed time. Students should be able to apply elapsed time to word problems and calendar math.  Have no fear…multiplication madness is back! Students are learning their multiplication facts through 10’s. This week we are focusing on 6’s, 7’s and 8’s. Gone are the days of rote memorization. The students have been learning a variety of strategies to solve and show multiplication. Most importantly they should be able to explain what multiplication is. Some students use arrays, others use count-by’s or faire share drawings. No matter how your child chooses to work through multiplication problems, please help them to master their facts at home. They are also learning how to use multiplication and fair share drawings to solve basic division facts through ten. Knowing their multiplication facts with fluency really helps with division facts!
Reading: We are having a blast with the fiction genre. We have been learning about short stories, folk tales, fables and fairy tales (oh my!). Students are learning to organize their thinking using story maps and plot relationship diagrams. Ask them to explain to you the “Somebody, wanted, but, so” of a fiction story. Students are also learning how to summarize and to identify point of view. Who is telling the story? How would the story differ from another character’s point of view? The students are loving Reading workshop and the chance to explore their imagination!
Writing: The students have written amazing personal narratives with Miss Kirsch. Students learned to describe a first moment. Maybe it was their first bike ride or their first day of school. They were asked to choose an important moment in life and to describe it in their personal narrative. They used story boards, story maps and interesting leads to get them started. Students are really learning how to brainstorm, plan, draft, revise and edit their stories. Next week we will begin imaginative narratives. Reading Workshop is giving us plenty of ideas and motivation! 
Science:  We will shortly begin our study of Plant Growth and Development. We will be growing Wisconsin Fast Plants in the classroom. Students will observe, record and explain their thinking in relation to the plant growth. 
Social Studies: We have gone back in time to the Colonial times! The students have been busy making timelines, flip books and “splashing” at Colonial Stations. This means that they have been exposed to and have spent time exploring colonial villages, artifacts and colonial life at a variety of learning stations. All of this was made possible by Mrs. Pride and Ms. Watkins when they designed and won a Social Studies Grant for our third graders! A huge thank you to them for making history and social studies come to life!
You may have heard your child talking about IPODS or RUNNERS. What are they talking about? Please use their strategies when working with your child to solve word problems or to read a text and answer multiple choice questions. Each letter of the acronym helps the students to remember an important step. Be sure to check out the attachments with this newsletter!
Math Word Problem Strategy = I P O D S
Reading Strategy to help students read, process & answer questions about the text they read:
R U N N E R S
Upcoming Dates & Important Info:
February 24th
Interims go home with students who are NOT meeting the third quarter benchmarks in any subject area, work habits or conduct. 
February 27th – March 2nd: 
Come out to support the AB Combs Book Fair and Read Across America Day. Family night is Tuesday, March 28t.  On Friday, March 2nd students are asked to dress as a book character. Please remember this is not a Halloween celebration; instead it is a celebration of literacy! Ask your child about what they are reading. Who is their favorite author? What book characters do they like? Allow them to come dressed as this character on Friday, March 2nd.  This will be a lot of fun and we hope everyone will participate!! We will have guest reader’s from all over Raleigh visiting our school and sharing their love of reading!

March 15th: First in Fitness (for those children selected to represent our school)

March 16th: Early Release at 12:30

March 20th: Spring pictures and class picture (WE WANT EVERYONE THERE!)

March 29th: Last day of third quarter!

March 30th: Teacher Workday – NO School

April 2nd – 6th:  Spring Break – NO School
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