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January 6, 2010

Happy New Year:  I hope that everyone enjoyed the long holiday season with their families. Happy New Year to all of our third grade families! We look forward to a wonderful new year of learning together!

Top 5:  It’s hard to believe that we are almost half way through the school year.   Here’s a top 5 list to make sure that students are successful during the rest of 3rd grade…
5.  Check agendas nightly:  The agenda should be taken home Monday thru Thursday.  Your child will write down important events, homework and announcements.  I also write notes in it sometimes!

4.  Help do homework:  Help your child with their homework but don’t do it for them.  You can also check it and go over any challenging parts there are or remind them to talk to me the next day so we can clear up those challenges.

3.  Work with your child:  It takes both parent and teacher support for your child to reach their highest level of success.  Here are some suggestions: 

· Practice addition, subtraction and multiplication facts.

· Have your child read aloud to practice fluency
· Practice word study words
· Make sure your child uses complete sentences.

· Check out Study Island and other websites that are on our class website.

2.  Go over Friday Folders:  Look at the work in the folder with your child and go over any missed problems.

1.  Help prepare your child for assessments:  Encourage your child to always do their best!  Also, make sure they get adequate rest and a good healthy breakfast.  They may even want to set goals to work on or ask them about their goals we set in class.

Science Fair:   The A.B. Combs science fair is coming!  Projects are due on Tuesday, February 7th.  Each third grade class will be submitting a project. We also highly encourage our third graders to do individual science fair projects!  This year packets are not being sent home.  Instead, you can find all the information you need on the Combs website.  ALL ENTRY FORMS ARE DUE THIS FRIDAY, JANUARY 13TH.  There is also a parent information meeting at 6:00 on Thursday, January 12th.   
Inaugural Ball:  Get your dancing shoes on!  The annual A.B. Combs Inaugural Ball is on Thursday, January19th  at Centennial Middle School at 6:00. It is a great event you don't want to miss!  Make sure to order your tickets today. Please check Friday folders for more information. 
Artist in Residence:  Third Grade is lucky to receive an Artist in Residence this year.  Students will have the chance to participate in creating some African Wire Art.  We will be working with our artist, Jonathan Daniel on Wednesday, January 18thth from 10:15 – 11:45 am.  It would be great for us to have two parent volunteers.  Please let me know as soon as possible if you are interested in joining the fun.
Volunteers- Thank you to everyone who gives their time to our classroom.  We love having you come in and help.  If you haven’t been able to come so far but realize that you have some time in 2012, we welcome you with open arms!  Please just let me know times that you are available and we will work something out!  Also, if you are scheduled to come and something comes up, please let me know.  Thanks again!
Chinese Day-  Dear Combs Parents,  We are in need of parent volunteers to supervise stations that the children will be attending on Friday, January 20th as part of our International Day celebration of China. The stations are as follows: Craft (coloring and designing a dragon), face painting (dragon, lantern, or Chinese symbol on children's faces), Museum (supervising children as they examine Chinese artifacts), Dragon Affinity (children will be writing on sticky notes either their schema or reflections of what they've learned), and Video (monitoring the computer to play and restart a Chinese informational video).  If you would be available and willing to help, please use the Google Document below to sign up. Thank you for all you do!

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0AmHuG7O_cn1MdGhNTERLbFdBZmtRNDFxY3k5RDE5LXc
Multiplication: Next week, we are starting our multiplication and division unit in math! The kids are so excited to be learning how to multiply. We are studying the multiplication fact patterns, repeated groups (3x5 is the same as 5+5+5; 5 is your repeating factor), multiplication equations, arrays, word problems and the commutative property. The children are expected to explain their thinking each day. Please help your child to practice his/her multiplication facts as home. This should be a part of your nightly math homework routine. 
Reading: In reading workshop, we are still working with non-fiction texts.  This week we asked questions as we “read the page” or skimmed it and then we located the answers in the text.  We are also discussing cause and effect in articles and texts.  For example, if you don’t set an alarm clock then you might be late for school or work.
Upcoming Dates:

· Thursday,  January 12:  Science fair parent information meeting (6:30 in Media Center)

· Friday, January 13: Science fair entry forms due & Early Release at 12:30pm
· Monday, January 16: Martin Luther King Jr. Day – No School

· Tuesday, January 17:  Artist in Residence

· Thursday, January 19: Inaugural ball

· Friday, January 20:  China Day & End of Second Quarter

· Monday, January 23:  Teacher Workday—no school

· Tuesday, January 24:  Bodies and Brains Event 

· Friday, January 27: Report cards go home
· Tuesday, February 7:  All Science Fair projects due
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