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· What’s New?  

· Math Workshop: In Math we are discussing data collection using tables, line plots and pictographs. Before the Thanksgiving break each student had a box of raisins and we created both a line plot and a pictograph to show our class results. We then determined the class mean, mode, median and range.  Students are learning how to figure out the missing information in data tables. We have also been working with rounding numbers, estimating sums and helping students learn to make change. They should be able to round both numbers to the nearest ten or hundred. With money, we round to the nearest dime or dollar. Help your child practice making change at home, at the store or at a restaurant.  This is an important life skill!
· Literacy: We are working with non-fiction texts and informational writing. 
· Reader’s Workshop: We always talk about how reading is thinking in class. Reading is so much more than just decoding words! This is especially true with non-fiction texts. Students have been learning how to use text features (captions, bold print, headings, subheadings, etc.) to improve their understanding. They learned many strategies for BEFORE reading. As they learned to preview their non-fiction by scanning the text and text features, they were able to make excellent predictions about what they would be reading! We then moved on to DURING reading strategies. Students should be able to read an article and periodically STOP and THINK. They make PCQ’s (Predictions, Connections and Ask Questions) WHILE reading! It’s so important that the students explain their thinking and support their responses. This past week we began looking at main idea and supporting details. Students are learning how to read a paragraph or short article and to summarize the main idea in their own words with evidence from the text. 
· Writer’s Workshop: We just finished our recent poetry unit. The kids wrote fantastic poems! I look forward to having you see their published work! We are now working with informational texts.  The children are learning how to generate ideas and how to use planning webs. They will each create their own informational text with appropriate text features. They are really excited to be picking their own non-fiction topics and to begin preparing their own informational texts! This process will take several weeks. They are anxious to jump right in; I’m really working with them to work through the entire process to plan, research, draft, edit, revise, etc. 
· Word Study:  We have our next word study quiz on Friday, December 9th. Your child will NOT be bringing home new words until AFTER the winter holiday break. 
· Science: During the second quarter we are studying Objects in the Sky. Please make sure that your child is observing the moon each evening and tracking it on their moon calendar. We will be studying the moon, the sun and the stars (constellations – Greek and Native American). 
· Scholastic Book Orders:  Don’t forget, December book orders are due  Friday the 9th!  The website is http://www.scholastic.com/bookclubs   Our online class code is: GKD9J. Please let me know if you have any questions! You may order online or by sending a check in a marked envelop with your order form. Please consider ordering online as we earn free products for the class! Also, with the upcoming holidays, please consider the gift of reading for your child! They absolutely love getting their very own new books!
· Night Under the Stars: The third grade is excited about their study of Objects in the Sky. This is our science kit for the second quarter. Please join us from 6:30 to 8:30 on Tuesday, December 6th for an open house-like event. Your family will have the opportunity to experience the STAR Lab, use an I-touch to explore constellations in the night sky, discover the different phases of the moon and much more!  It is going to be a lot of fun; we hope to see you there. Sign in at the front of the media center and you will get a map and agenda telling you where each “exhibit” is. 
· Interims:  Second quarter interims go home on Friday, December 9th. Only students who are not meeting grade level expectations in reading, math, writing, conduct or work habits will receive an interim. If you do not receive an interim, your child is meeting second quarter benchmarks. 
· Study Island: Study Island is a great resource for your child to use at home or for additional practice. I am able to create individual assignments and practice sessions. I sent home a note via Friday folders this week, but forgot to attach your child’s User ID and password. Most of the children know their login information; if you need it, please email me or write in a note in your child’s agenda. I will be sure to send it home! Also, study island is a great way for parents to work together with their students. Each objective has a lesson, practice problems and an assessment. If you don’t know how to answer a question or to help your child with a particular area, just click on the lesson!
· Canned Food Drive:  I am thrilled to report that our class met our 100-can goal! The students created the following mission statement in September:  “Our job is to learn, to help others, to have fun and to make a difference in our world.” It was fantastic to see how excited they were to reach their goal this week. They realized that many of these cans will go to children just like them!  I’m anxious to begin another community service project with the kids! 
· Parent Volunteers: Thank you to all of our recent parent volunteers. We always need your help or have ways for you to get involved in the classroom! THANK YOU! I hope to see you in class when you are able!
· Upcoming Dates:
· Tuesday, December 6th: Third Grade – Night Under the Stars
· Dec 6th & 8th: Ms. Hahner’s Class visits Star Lab in Media Center
· Thursday, December 8th: Combs Achievers Party at YMCA
· Friday, December 9th
· Interims go home
· December Scholastic book orders due
· Word Study Quiz
· Tuesday, December 13th: Science Fair Meeting for Parents!
· Tuesday, December 20th:  Class Winter Celebration (more info to come soon!)
· December 22 – January 3rd: Winter Holiday – NO SCHOOL
Hahner’s Happenings
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