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· First Few Weeks:  We have had an excellent two weeks of school; yesterday marked our tenth day together! At the beginning of the year we spend a great deal of time learning procedures and creating our classroom environment. This week we dove into curriculum and we established the basic routines of Math Workshop, Reader’s Workshop, etc. Each day we add new components to our day. The students are learning my expectations and how to be third grade leaders! It’s exciting to see the children growing in confidence and independence already! 

· Math Workshop: We are currently reviewing place value. The students should be able to break apart a number into its various place values (thousands, hundreds, tens, ones). Students are learning to express multi-digit numbers and their values with place value drawings, standard form, expanded form and word form. We are also beginning to apply these skills to basic addition, subtraction facts and word problems. Please help your child to master his or her addition and subtraction facts. As we move forward with multi-digit addition and subtraction, it will become increasingly difficult if they are still using their fingers to solve the basic facts. 

· Reader’s Workshop:  Would you wear your flip flops skiing? Just like our clothes and our shoes, books have a purpose and they have to “fit” their owner! The students are learning about what makes a good-fit book. We have spent a lot of time talking about what good readers do as we increase reading stamina with daily read to self time in the classroom. This year the children will be expected to read a variety of genres (mysteries, biographies, poetry, realistic fiction, non-fiction, historical fiction, etc.) Each student is learning to select good-fit books for themselves by using the acronym IPICK.  Please talk with your child about what they are reading. They should be able to explain to you why or why it’s not a good-fit book for them!
· Scholastic Book Orders:  Get excited! It’s our first Scholastic book order this year! I love Scholastic because: 1) They have great prices on appropriate books that students love! 2) We earn free books for our classroom library when parents order online 3) Students get excited about getting a new book! 4) They offer great resources for parents (such as the Book Wizard that helps guide your selection of appropriate books!) I will send home Scholastic fliers once a month. The September orders are due September 26th.  The website is http://www.scholastic.com/bookclubs  Our online class code is: GKD9J. Please let me know if you have any questions! You may order online or by sending a check in a marked envelop with your order form. Please consider ordering online as we earn free products for the class!
Third Grade Curriculum Night: Please join us on Monday, September 19th to learn more about the world of third grade. You will meet all of the third grade teachers, learn about the curriculum, etc. It’s a great time to learn more specifics about homework, expectations and your child’s daily schedule. You don’t want to miss it! Third grade will meet in the gym at 6:00; we will then move to our classroom in Room 412 for the second portion of the evening. Hope to see you there!
· Historic Oak View Park: On October 3rd and 4th, the third grade will be taking our first field trip!  Our class will be going on Tuesday, October 4th. We will leave around 9:30 am and return at about 1:30 pm. Historic Oak View Park is located in Raleigh. All essential information, permission slips and chaperone  sign-ups are located in your child’s Friday envelope. Students may not attend without a signed permission slip. Please note that the permission slip has two sides. Also, if you want to be a chaperone, you must fill out the Wake County Volunteer Registration ASAP! Thank you!!
· Time for Kids: This year we will be using Time for Kids in class to teach many literacy, science and social study skills. We only have 1 student who has ordered a subscription. Please send in $5.00 to secure your child’s class subscription. All volumes will be sent home as we finish with them. The students love reading Time for Kids! You may also send your $5 via the online payment system. It is linked to the Combs website!
· Parent Volunteers:  As we get all the parent volunteers signed up via the Wake County Volunteer site, we can begin to have class volunteers. I love parent volunteers and I appreciate your support more than you know! I use Google Docs to post a monthly calendar. I always need help with things, so even if you can’t come into the classroom, please let me know if you would like to help. We may need simple supplies, I might need help preparing materials or you offer your time and talents in the classroom working with students! I will post sign-ups to Google Docs next week. Thank you for ALL THAT YOU DO!
· Upcoming Dates:
· September 13: Fall Pictures
· September 16: Early Release – 12:30
· September 19: Third Grade Curriculum Night (6PM)
· September 26: Scholastic Book Orders Due for Ms. Hahner’s Class
· September 30: Teacher Work Day – No School
· October 4th: Historic Oak View Park Field Trip & AB Combs Parent Summit 
Hahner’s Happenings
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