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  Helpful Tips for Reading 
          With Your Child
· Be patient; give your child 5-10 seconds to analyze the word.  5-10 seconds may feel like a long time, but you are letting your child know it’s ok to slow down and figure out the words! Plus what a great source of encouragement! 
· Praise your child for trying and taking a risk with their learning!
· Accept appropriate substitutions such as mom for mother 
· Use the pictures to help decode unknown words and to check for meaning 
· It’s okay for a child to glide their finger underneath an unknown word.  Often times this helps them to break down the known chunks and sounds. 
· Provide your child with prompts such as, “What do you think the word might be?” Remind them to use their decoding and comprehension strategies. Don’t give clues that will only help them figure this word out one time. Instead, encourage a strategy (use the picture, find a known chunk, match the initial or final sound, etc.) that will help them again in the future. 
· If you child is randomly guessing words, ask them to re-read the sentence with their word. Ask them if it makes sense? Ask them to look at the initial or final sound. Does it match the letter or sound they have provided? 
· Sometimes your child won’t be able to figure out a word.  It’s okay to tell your child what the word is. 
· MOST IMPORTANTLY - HAVE FUN and ENJOY SOME GREAT BOOKS TOGETHER!! If you are having fun, they will too ( 
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